
What influences how the Supreme 
Court selects cases, decides cases 
and interprets the US Constitution?

I will analyze the causes and effects of 
landmark supreme court cases.
I will analyze the challenges and opportunities
of addressing the constitutionality of issues.

I will explain how the amendments and 
Supreme Court decisions affected the balance
of power among the branches.

I will define judicial activism and judicial 
restraint
 I will cite examples of judicial activism and 
judicial restraint.
I will develop a logical argument to support 
either/or judicial activism and judicial 
restraint.

What is the role of the judicial system 
in our democracy?

I will explain how Supreme Court decisions 
affect the other branches.
I will explain how the principle of checks and 
balances affects how the branches function 
and interact.

I will explain how Marbury v Madison 
expanded the power of the judicial branch.

How are federal, state and local 
courts organized?

Organization

I will explain the structure of the Judicial 
Branch.

I will explain the dual court system

I will explain the difference between civil and 
criminal cases and how the legal process 
works at various levels of government.

SKILLS

I will use various types of (timelines, charts, 
maps, diagrams) to analyze events in 
government.

AG UNIT 8 
 
THE JUDICIAL BRANCH 
 
The judicial branch interprets 
the laws and resolves disputes 
between parties. 
 
The primary function of the 
Supreme Court is to resolve 
disputes and resolve conflicts 
so that federal laws and state 
laws uphold the US 
Constitution.
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